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Alice Gorton Proposal
Dear all, many thanks for reading this Frankenstein draft. This was submitted as a grant proposal and so for the most part takes a very wide, interdisciplinary lens, but the final part details the logistics and the dissertation’s chapter outline. I am struggling with the chapter outline and the comparative aspects but would love any feedback you have on any part of the project! 

Three Acres and a Plough: Agricultural Imperialism in Britain’s Settler Empire, 1873-1918

This dissertation is a new history of the wheat trade told from the ground up, through the lens of settler-Indigenous relations in two British colonies from the crash of the stock market in 1873 to the First World War. British historians frame the emergence of a global food system in the 1870s and debates about free trade versus protection as two of the most salient issues defining domestic politics during the fin-de-siècle period.[footnoteRef:1] Historians of the British empire have demonstrated how Irish and Indian peasants suffered tremendous dearth and famine at the hands of imperial agricultural policy.[footnoteRef:2] My project builds out the historiography on Ireland and India by exploring how the expropriation of Aboriginal peoples and the incorporation of their lands into global agricultural supply chains affected the social dynamics of land use and ownership on the ground in Canada and Australia. The paper seeks to uncover how British demand for grain drove territorial expansion in these “frontier societies,” but it does so by viewing wheat fields not as “vacant” expanses awaiting cultivation, as past studies have, but rather as active sites of conflict over land and resources among private grain industry representatives, state and colonial officials, and Indigenous groups. [1:  Chris Otter, Diet for a Large Planet: Industrial Britain, Food Systems, and World Ecology (Chicago: Chicago University Press, 2020); Frank Trentmann, Free Trade Nation: Commerce, Consumption, and Civil Society in Britain (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008); E.H.H. Green, The Crisis of Conservatism: The Politics, Economics, and Ideology of the British Conservative Party (London: Routledge, 1996).]  [2:  Mike Davis, Late Victorian Holocausts: El Niño Famines and the Making of the Third World (New York: Verso, 2006); Cormac O’ Grada, Ireland: A New Economic History, 1780-1939 (1994); O’Grada, Famine: A Short History (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2015); Joel Mokyr, Why Ireland Starved: A Quantitative and Analytical History of the Irish Economy, 1800-1850 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983); Amartya Sen, Poverty and Famines: An Essay on Entitlement and Deprivation (1983).] 

I am interested in three overarching questions. First, the project asks how the exigencies of the grain trade in the settler dominions gave rise to novel land acquisition strategies by colonial governments, including the consolidation and amendment of the treaty system in Canada and the passage of a series of Aborigines Acts in Australia. Second, it considers how the expansion of the wheat trade in the settler colonies changed, limited, and upended Indigenous peoples’ access to natural resources, particularly food and land, in these places, giving rise to a series of ecological and subsistence crises in the plains. And third, it asks what role Indigenous peoples played in the wheat trade. Based on preliminary findings, I argue that British, Canadian, and Australian colonial administrators drew heavily on the revival of liberal political economy’s idealization of the peasant proprietor in an attempt not only to establish white farmers in the grain-growing regions in each place, but also to introduce European-style farming to the Plains Cree in Canada and the Kaurna peoples in the Adelaide Plains. Doing so appealed to the requirements of Britain’s imperial project for two reasons. On one hand, in both places farming, before residential schools or political citizenship, was touted as the primary means of cultural assimilation; on the other, settling these lands according to the family-farm model provided colonial administrators with a convenient cover to apportion and chop up arable land. These questions reframe late-nineteenth-century agricultural transformations in terms of the “new imperialism,” rather than viewing them as discrete, isolated, and “natural” processes untethered from the social, political, and economic demands of the empire.
The project is comparative in nature, but its chosen sites require explanation. Synthetic studies by Alfred Crosby and John C. Weaver provide a precedent for comparing land tenure models in food-exporting regions.[footnoteRef:3] Past studies of Britain and the grain trade have compared frontier development in Canada and Argentina—the Prairies and the Pampas—tracing the divergent patterns of land tenure that emerged, abetted by British capital, in the fertile lands of each place,[footnoteRef:4] while a substantial body of literature has explored attempts by the British government to create a wheat industry in India using tenant farm labor.[footnoteRef:5] My project uses a different optic for comparison, focusing on how Dominion governments adopted patterns of land ownership based on liberal political economists’ craze for “peasant proprietorship” and closely resembling homesteading policy in the United States.[footnoteRef:6] Reversing the usual frame of comparison, which focuses on export levels, and underscoring land tenancy type, provides a clearer view of the idiosyncrasies of the Indian and Argentinian wheat industries, both of which developed according to the model of large estates worked by tenant farmers, much like that which had existed in Britain for centuries. In Canada and Australia, by contrast, colonial administrators did not seek to transform Indigenous peoples into a reserve labor force, but rather sought to settle or displace them to “open up” space for wheat crops. Using an approach that puts rural communities, local actors, and Indigenous peoples first, the project is not a global history of the wheat industry in its entirety, but a history of grain and settler-colonial expansion in the British empire.  [3:  Alfred Crosby, Ecological Imperialism: The Biological Expansion of Europe, 900-1900 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986); John C. Weaver, The Great Land Rush and the Making of the Modern World, 1650-1900 (Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University press, 2006).]  [4:  Carl Solberg, The Prairies and the Pampas: Agrarian Policy in Canada and Argentina, 1880-1930 (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1987); Jeremy Adelman, Frontier Development: Land, Labour, and Capital on the Wheatlands of Argentina and Canada, 1890-1914 (1993); Larry Pratt, Prairie Capitalism: Power and Influence in the New West (Alberta, 1979); Ehrensaft and Armstrong, “The Formation of Dominion Capitalism: A First Economic Truncation and Class Structure” in A. Moscovitch & G. Drover, eds. Inequality: Essays on the Political Economy of Social Welfare (Toronto: Toronto University Press, 1981); Adrian Zarilli, “Capitalism, Ecology, and Agrarian Expansion in the Pampean Region, 1890-1950” Environmental History (2001): 561-83.]  [5:  Mohindar Singh Randhawa, A History of Agriculture in India, 1757-1947 (Indian Council of Agricultural Research, 1980); Davis, Late Victorian Holocausts, (2006); Washbrook, D.A. “Law, State, and Agrarian Society in Colonial India.” Modern Asian Studies 15:3 (649-721). ]  [6:  Clive Dewey, “The Rehabilitation of the Peasant Proprietor in Nineteenth-Century Economic Thought” History of Political Economy (1979).] 

Historical Background
Writing in 1935, George Orwell knew that modern Britain was “founded on coal,” but he overlooked the fact that Britain’s industrial climb was built on wheat as well as coal, a point which his forebears would have understood all too well.[footnoteRef:7] As successive generations abandoned the rural counties and flocked to English cities in search of work throughout the nineteenth century, the domestic cereal industry ceased yielding enough crops to feed a hungry population. Conservative Prime Minister Robert Peel famously repealed the protectionist corn laws in 1846, alienating himself from his key supporters—agriculturally-dependent country gentlemen—in an effort to keep bread prices down.[footnoteRef:8] The quandary of how to feed a growing industrial labor force was compounded by a series of harvest failures and economic crises that nearly wiped out British farming altogether in the years between 1873 and 1914.[footnoteRef:9] [7:  George Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pier, (1935).]  [8:  Boyd Hilton, “Peel: A Reappraisal” 22:3 The Historical Journal (1979): 585-614; Hilton, “Peel, Potatoes, and Providence” 49 Political Studies (2001): 106-109; Norman Gash, The Age of Peel (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1968). ]  [9:  E.P. Thompson, The Making of the English Working Class (Pantheon Books, 1963); Michael Turner, Bethanie Afton, and John Beckett, Farm Production in England, 1700-1914 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001).] 

Indeed, by 1873, a year when British farming was at its most precarious, English farmers could feed their neighbors for only 8 weeks of the year.[footnoteRef:10] Free trade in wheat became a rallying cry for radicals and liberals alike, for whom the watchword of “cheap bread” became a figurative call-to-arms against the Tory opposition’s “dear bread.”[footnoteRef:11] Arguments for cheap grain imports were not made entirely in the name of principle or goodwill. Instead, they bore the mark of reality too, as Britain’s economy, based on manufactured goods, could by no means support its swelling population.  [10:  Daniel Morgan, Merchants of Grain: The Power and Profits of the Five Giant Companies at the Center of the World’s Food Supply (New York: Penguin, 1979).]  [11:  Trentmann, Free Trade Nation, 2008; McKibbin, The Ideologies of Class: Social Relations in Britain, 1880-1950 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1990). ] 

From the repeal of the corn laws in 1846 to the 1870s, the British came to rely on wheat imports from Odessa, in the Baltic, as well as the American Midwest -- both territories evidently beyond imperial control. When it became clear to ministers in Whitehall that Britain would need more grain more of the time, they sought out solutions in the empire’s territories, turning first to India before helping to establish major wheat exporting rackets in Canada, Australia, and Argentina. They also continued trade with private European firms, such as Continental, Bunge, and Louis-Dreyfus, based in the United States.[footnoteRef:12] The English grain market was the largest international market ever before seen.[footnoteRef:13] What facilitated the formation of this market was the extension of the family farm model in key regions of settlement, including the United States, Australia, and Canada. [12:  Morgan, Merchants of Grain, (1979).]  [13:  Ibid. ] 

Indeed, coincident with the shift away from Baltic and Indian wheat exports in the 1880s was the mass emigration of white settlers who left Europe in hopes of acquiring farmland elsewhere. Boom cities cropped up out of necessity all over the “Anglosphere,” emerging primarily as centers to process, expel, store, and ship grain products.[footnoteRef:14] As a result, during this age of “new imperialism,” at the very same moment when European leaders in Berlin partitioned Africa, Anglophone colonists slowly but surely reached deeper and deeper into the arable regions of empire, passing land legislation as they went. To accommodate and facilitate this settlement, the British imperial government, as well as Dominion governments in Canada and Australia, enacted a series of homesteading acts designed to entice white Britons to stay, “cultivate” the dominion lands, and in turn to provide a steady source of wheat to the hungry metropole.  [14:  James Belich, Replenishing the Earth: The Settler Revolution and the Rise of the Angloworld (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006).] 

As agricultural depression wracked Britain’s rural counties, the country came to rely almost exclusively on these imports for grain, with 3 out of every 4 loaves of bread baked from wheat grown abroad. A handful of agrarian historians in Britain have understood the importance of this commodity; their work shows that in the period leading up to the first world war, two-thirds of international trade by volume was in foodstuffs, with wheat at the top of the list, followed by meat, sugar, tea, tobacco, coffee, and cocoa, in that order.[footnoteRef:15] We now have excellent histories of meat, sugar, tea, tobacco, coffee, and cocoa, but historians have not adequately explored the significance of grain to social and imperial relations in the late nineteenth century.[footnoteRef:16]  [15:  Nicholas Lambert, The War Lords and the Gallipoli Disaster: How Globalized Trade Led Britain to its Worst Defeat of the First World War (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2021).]  [16:  On meat, J. Coatman, “The British Meat Trade and British Imperial Economics” Pacific Affairs (1935): 199-205; Otter, (2020); on sugar, Sidney Mintz, Sweetness and Power: The Place of Sugar in Modern History, (1985); tea, Erika Rappaport, A Thirst for Empire: How Tea Shaped the Modern World, 2019; tea, Andrew Liu, Tea War: A History of Capitalism in China and India, (2020); tobacco, Peter Benson, Tobacco Capitalism: Growers, Migrant Workers, and the Changing Face of a Global Industry, (2011); coffee, Cowan, The Social Life of Coffee: The Emergence of the British Coffeehouse, (2005); chocolate, Catherine Higgs, Chocolate Islands: Cocoa, Slavery, and Colonial Africa, (2012).] 

Relevance to History and Other Disciplines
My project makes three interventions of interest to historians, anthropologists, and political theorists. First, it brings agrarian history and the history of settler colonialism into the same frame. This is essential because historians of the British empire to date have thoroughly isolated agriculture and rural history from broader historical metanarratives by framing agrarian change as part of discrete regional or national processes. The narrowness of this approach does not characterize the field of Agrarian Studies in its entirety, as is evidenced by a handful of probing books recently published in a series edited by James C. Scott at Yale, but narrowness is clearly a characteristic of the British imperial historiography. Domestic literature on grain focuses primarily on agricultural failure in Britain, while studies of agricultural pursuits in the settler colonies rarely pay heed to the links between empire and metropole.[footnoteRef:17] In short, though Lenin dubbed wheat “the currency of currencies,” historians have not accorded it such status. And while economists and world systems theorists have done more to place the wheat industry at the center of globalization’s history, framing it as part of an explosion of markets at the end of the nineteenth century, their analyses tend to leave people out of the story.[footnoteRef:18]  This is a disappointing oversight as the plains were never empty. [17:  Richard Perren, Agriculture in Depression, 1870-1940 (1995); Cannadine, The Decline and Fall of the British Aristocracy (1990); Carter, Lost Harvests: Prairie Indian Reserve Farmers and Government Policy (1993); Pratt, 1979; Alan Callaghan, The Wheat Industry in Australia (Sydney: Angus and Robertson, 1956); Edgar Dunsdorfs, The Australian Wheat-Growing Industry, 1788-1948 (Melbourne: Melbourne University Press, 1956). ]  [18:  Daniel Chirot, “World Systems Theory” Annual Review of Sociology (1982).] 

Second, the project contributes to a rich and valuable body of literature on the relationship between liberalism and empire written by intellectual historians and political theorists. Scholars have spilled considerable ink attempting to understand how the ideological tenets of liberalism shifted in the nineteenth century, moving away from J.S. Mill’s purportedly universalist “liberal” empire towards a more culturalist, late imperial ideology espoused by anthropologist and civil servant Henry Sumner Maine.[footnoteRef:19] A related body of work has demonstrated how in the Bengal region, Lockean notions of property-ownership were turned upside down, re-appropriated by Indian peasant proprietors as a means of anti-colonial and anti-capitalist protest.[footnoteRef:20] With remarkable intelligence, these writers have shown how nineteenth-century liberal theorists deployed a vast and cumbersome epistemological cover to justify the ongoing violence of Britain’s imperial project and how, in turn, the ideology was re-formulated as critique by colonized subjects.  [19:  Mantena, Alibis of Empire: Henry Maine and the Ends of Liberal Imperialism (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2010); Priya Satia, Time’s Monster: History, Conscience, and Britain’s Empire (2021); Catherine Hall, Civilizing Subjects: Metropole and Colony in the Victorian Imagination, 1830-1867 (2002); Uday Singh Mehta, Liberalism and Empire: A Study in Nineteenth-Century British Liberal Thought (2000); Jennifer Pitts, A Turn to Empire: The Rise of Imperial Liberalism in Britain and France (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2005); Thomas Metcalf, Ideologies of the Raj (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995).]  [20:  Andrew Sartori, Liberalism in Empire: An Alternative History (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2014).] 

Yet looking to the settler dominions reveals alternative trajectories and overlapping characteristics of the liberal political-economic model across the empire. To date, these trajectories have been concealed in existing scholarship by a binary often drawn between settler states and the rest of the empire.[footnoteRef:21] Viewed from the constitutional perspective, these differences are salient, but the turn of the century saw an intensification of Indigenous segregation, surveillance, and forced removal in the settler dominions which fits more closely within existing scholarship on the ends of liberal universalism than scholars have previously recognized. Land, rather than constitutional politics, most clearly reveals how a politics of expediency was developed in Dominions as well. With this in mind, I view the project as fitting well within this established body of literature on liberalism and empire but bringing in an alternative set of regional case studies and methodological tools.  [21:  Amanda Behm, “Settler Historicism and Anticolonial Rebuttal in the British World, 1880-1920” Journal of World History (2015): 26:4: 785. ] 

Third, the project contributes to a body of literature sometimes dubbed the “new history of capitalism.” As evidenced by a range of new commodity histories from cotton to sugar, American historians have been at the forefront of re-embedding business history into accounts of nineteenth-century political change.[footnoteRef:22] But as historian Deborah Cohen points out, those interested in Britain have not revisited the history of capitalism with the same level of enthusiasm as their American counterparts, a point well illustrated by the fact that the best standard account of international business in Britain’s long nineteenth century is thirty years old.[footnoteRef:23] Where exceptions to this rule exist, virtually none explore the history of grain, agriculture, or rural life, even though grain was a commodity arguably as important to the British economy as coal in this period. What my project brings to this new history of capitalism is an emphasis on food justice in an age of climate catastrophe, with a focus on how drives to open up new markets and territories for agricultural settlement produced racialized, gendered, and classed divisions which profoundly impacted access to natural resources on the ground. By offering an environmental vantage, the paper makes a novel intervention into the thin but growing literature on the “new” history of capitalism in Britain. [22:  Sven Beckert, Empire of Cotton (Vintage, 2015); Rockman, “What Makes the History of Capitalism Newsworthy?” 43: 3 Journal of the Early Republic (2014): 439-466; William Cronon, Nature’s Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West (Norton, 1992); Wayne Broehl, Jr. Cargill: Trading the World’s Grain (Dartmouth, 1992); Hannah Holleman, Dust Bowls of Empire: Imperialism, Environmental Politics, and the Injustice of “Green” Capitalism (Yale: Yale University Press, 2019).]  [23:  Deborah Cohen, “Love and Money in The Informal Empire: The British in Argentina, 1830-1930” 245: 1 Past & Present (2019), 79.] 

Interdisciplinary Theoretical Frameworks
In addition to building out these historiographies, the project is necessarily interdisciplinary, borrowing from anthropologists, sociologists, political theorists, ecologists, and others. From anthropologists and political theorists such as Elizabeth Povinelli, Glen Coulthard, Audra Simpson, and Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, I draw upon a robust literature detailing mechanisms of oppression and exclusion in “liberal” settler colonies.[footnoteRef:24] In particular, I make use of Povinelli’s writings on Indigenous alterities in Australia, which explore how liberal multiculturalism in settler states invites an embrace of customary practices by demanding that colonized subjects enact an “impossible standard of authentic traditional culture” while denying the mutable realities of life under settler-colonial rule. I apply Povinelli’s willingness to play with the categories of “tradition” and “authenticity” by interrogating how in some instances Plains Cree and Kaurna Peoples took up European-style farming in the plains only to find their efforts foiled by Indian agents and colonial officials bent on enforcing peasant modes of production. Bringing Povinelli’s critique of liberal multiculturalism into conversation with agricultural production makes Coulthard’s research particularly salient, since he explores the centrality of land to Indigenous resistance, highlighting how time and again the Canadian government has manipulated the politics of “reconciliation” to appropriate land and facilitate capitalist development. These theorists, as well as scholars of settler colonialism, have provided essential frameworks for thinking about land, liberalism, and settler colonialism together.[footnoteRef:25]  [24:  Elizabeth Povinelli, The Cunning of Recognition: Indigenous Alterities and the Making of Australian Multiculturalism (2002); Glen Coulthard, Red Skin, White Masks: Rejecting the Colonial Politics of Recognition (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2014); Audra Simpson, Mohawk Interruptus: Political Life Across the Borders of Settler States (Duke University Press, 2014); Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States (Beacon Press, 2015).]  [25:  Patrick Wolfe, “Settler Colonialism and the Elimination of the Native” 8:4 Journal of Genocide Research (2006): 387-409; Lorenzo Veracini, Settler Colonialism: A Theoretical Overview (Palgrave, 2010); Laura Ishiguro, “Histories of Settler Colonialism: Considering New Currents” 190:5 BC Studies (2016): 5.] 

In addition to drawing from Indigenous theorists working on settler colonialism, I also borrow from sociologists the useful framing of the “ecological rift of capitalism,” which uses Karl Marx’s insights into the way that agricultural production robs the “soil” by creating a metabolic “rift” between nature and its human inhabitants.[footnoteRef:26] Marx, in addition to positing his famous labor theory of value, also expressed a lesser-known theory detailing how British high farming eroded soil, eliminated nutrients and environments, and ultimately created a disconnect between humans and their surroundings. Given the timeliness of Marx’s observations, sociologists have been at the forefront of an effort to re-evaluate the relationship between capitalism and agricultural conditions; their contemporary analyses, as such, frame my historical ones.  [26:  Brett Clark, Richard York, and John Bellamy Foster, The Ecological Rift: Capitalism’s War on the Earth (Monthly Review Press, 2010); Holleman, Dust bowls of Empire, 2019.] 

Chapter Structure and Sources
The dissertation necessarily relies on a wide range of primary sources and oscillates between micro and macro contexts. It aims to bridge the intellectual and political history of turn-of-the-century British, Canadian, and Australian agriculture while paying attention to how the development of the wheat industry shaped access to resources on the ground. With these joint intentions in mind, the dissertation uses parliamentary commissions from each location, political theorists’ writings on land and empire, and local newspapers from the South Australian plains and the Canadian prairies. The research plan, which is broken up into three-month chunks in England, Canada, and Australia, mimics the project’s organizational structure, insofar as I intend to write three equally weighted parts. 
For part one, I will conduct on-site work in England, where I hope to collect archival research for the first two chapters using private and public documents describing the “land question” in Britain to 1885. Chapter one considers the Victorian vogue for peasant proprietorship as an imagined solution to the inequalities wrought by the existing structure of agrarian capitalism in England. It details how the peasant proprietor model came to be seen as a moral solution, not only for the case of Ireland, but as a salve for income inequality and transformations in the gender order during the period. Chapter two considers how, though it failed to take root in England, this same model became the idealized blueprint for the settler colonies, providing agricultural labourers with an incentive to emigrate in the latter half of the nineteenth century. Like chapter one, chapter two uses parliamentary commissions and the writings of social theorists, but it also explores the records of the National Agricultural Labourers’ Union to consider the place of the settler colonies in emigration schemes for farm workers. Together, both chapters bridge intellectual and political history methods, harnessing parliamentary records, in addition to the writings of liberal theorists such as J.S. Mill on the land question or the rural idyll in J.A. Froude’s vision of a united and heroic settler frontier. 
Part two moves away from the metropolitan context and turns to look at two case studies, scrutinizing how colonial officials and land agents sought to implement small-holding and peasant farming policies through land acts in the Canadian Prairies and South Australia from 1885. Though by the time Canada became a major wheat exporter the Numbered Treaties in Manitoba had already been set in place, the period from 1885, after the Northwest Rebellion, saw the passage of a series of land acts designed to install the liberal allotment system for settlers and to break up “tribal communism” through land sale and the implementation of reserve farming among the Saulteaux, Anishinaabe, and Ojibway. Chapter three explores how the drive to create land allotments often flew in the face of honouring treaty commitments made in the 1870s. It uses annual reports from the Department of Indian Affairs and the papers of Land Agent turned Indian Agent Hayter Reed (McCord Museum, Montreal) to explore how colonial officials attempted to translate liberal ideas about land into reality through the passage of homesteading and land acts.
While the focus of chapter three is on Canadian landholding, the next chapter, which turns to Australia, emphasizes the closely linked issue of food and food politics. In both Canada and Australia, Dominion governments used rationing to create settler space, withholding food to enforce removal, reserve allocation, or dispersal. Chapter four considers state food policy as a tool of colonial control in the grain-growing regions of South Australia. Here, colonial administrators focused on a policy of “dispersal” using the legal alibi of Terra Nullius, producing a system of land settlement that looked sharply different than it did in the Plains regions in Canada or the United States. Still, towards the end of the nineteenth-century state officials across the empire began using rations and food policy to enforce containment and removal across all these cases. This chapter examines South Australia’s rations policy, which differed from other parts of the empire, but I compare it to how colonial governments used rations in the opening of arable land in the North American plains as well. 
Part three explores the development of the wheat industry more closely, examining the “unholy alliance” between macro-capitalists, merchants, and farmers as an optic for understanding how Canada and Australia became major wheat exporting nations at the turn of the century. It explores how the wheat industry in both Canada and Australia developed along lines at odds with intellectuals and immigration agents’ hopes of creating a small-holding, property-owning class of self-sufficient imperial settlers by exploring the groups who made fortunes from the development of settler agriculture (and those who were excluded from these benefits). Chapter five does this by looking at the development of large, commercial farms, focusing on the structure of the labor force on farms in both Australia and Canada. Chapter six uses the records of Lord Strathcona and his son-in-law, Baron Stephen Mount, both of whom made their careers financing railway infrastructure in Canada and were subsequently elevated to the peerage in the metropole. The final chapter uses the records of the London Corn Trade and Liverpool Corn Trade Associations to explore the secret but lucrative world of transatlantic grain merchants. In this part, I frame the wheat industry as creating a “new” landed elite, following up on F.M.L. Thompson’s call to investigate those aristocrats who profited from imperial landholdings even as their fellow countrymen experienced a crisis of the landed interest at home. 
	 This structure, bookended by chapters on the metropolitan context, stems from the project’s aim to write a history of settler colonial and plains land policy that fits within our existing meta-narratives of Britain and its empire during the fin-de-siecle. Indigenous theorists in settler states have recognized land and resource use as perhaps the most salient feature defining colonial politics in the past and present; historians of Australia and Canada have written considerable amounts about the creation of reservation systems, the development of prairie capitalism, and the intertwined histories of staple agricultural production and colonial state-making in each place. A wager of this dissertation is that agriculture, land tenure, and land law played an equally salient role in British thinking about the settler-colonial empire, influencing British, Canadian, and Australian agents and officials across the Dominions.

Chapter Structure 
Part I: Land in Politics and Thought, 1860-1885
Ch. 1: The Late Victorian Land Question
Ch. 2: Agricultural Depression and Imperial Solutions

Part II: Making Agricultural Space, 1870-1900
Ch. 3: Land Legislation and the Making of the Wheatfields in the Canadian Prairies
Ch. 4: Food Policy, Rations, and “Dispersal” in South Australia

Part III: An Unholy Alliance: Farmers and Merchants, 1900-1918
Ch. 5: Farmers
Ch. 6: Railway Barons
Ch. 7: Grain Merchants

Sources

Part I: Land in Politics and Thought, 1860-1885
Ch.1: The Late Victorian Land Question
Royal Commissions on Agricultural Depression, 1879-1882
Bateman, John. The Acre-Ocracy of England. A List of All Owners of Three Thousand Acres and Upwards, 1883.
Caird, J., Our Food, its Daily Price
Croker, John William. Agriculture in France
J.S. Mill, Principles of Political Economy
J.S. Mill, “England and Ireland,” 1868
Return of Owners of Land, 1873
Westminster Review
The Economist
The Quarterly Review
The Monthly Reviews

Ch. 2: Agricultural Depression and Imperial Solutions
Records of Joseph Arch and the National Agricultural Union, Museum of English Rural Life (MERL), NRA 20989 NUAAW
National Union of Agricultural Workers Records, MERL, NUAW/E/I
Bear, William. The British Farmer and His Competitors, 1888
Caird, James. Prairie Farming in America
Collings, Jesse. Rural World
J.A. Froude, Oceana, 1883
Seeley, J.R. The Expansion of England, 1883

Part II: Making Agricultural Space, 1870-1900
Ch. 3: Land Legislation and the Making of the Wheatfields in the Canadian Prairies
Department of Immigration and Agriculture Records in the Journal of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Manitoba, BNA series 165 
Manitoba Government Gazette
Edgar Dewdney Records (Glenbow Archives, Calgary)
Hayter Reed Records (McCord Museum, Montreal)
Department of Indian Affairs National Reports (online, Library and Archives Canada)
Qu’Appelle Vidette, Manitoba Free Press (online)

Ch. 4: Food Policy, Rations, and “Dispersal” in South Australia
Report of the Select Committee of the Legislative Council upon the Aborigines
Aboriginal Protector Letterbooks, South Australian Public Record Office
Progress Reports of the Royal Commission on the Aborigines
South Australian Government Gazette
Adelaide Advertiser, Adelaide Examiner, Adelaide Observer, The Register, the Southern Australian (online)

Part III: An Unholy Alliance: Farmers and Merchants, 1900-1918
Ch. 5: Farmers
Georgina Binnie-Clark, Wheat and Women, 1914
Department of Agriculture Records, Manitoba Legislative Assembly Books
Department of Agriculture Records, State Archives of South Australia
The Imperial Colonist; Nor’West Farmer; Manitoba Free Press; Adelaide Advertiser, Adelaide Examiner, Adelaide Observer, The Register, the Southern (online)

Ch. 6: Railway Barons
Personal and familial records of Donald Smith (Lord Strathcona), Scottish National Archives, GD490 and George Stephen Records (Baron Mount Stephen)

Ch. 7: Merchants
London Corn Trade Association (London Metropolitan Archives)
Liverpool Corn Trade Association (Liverpool Maritime Museum)
Broomhall’s Corn Trade News 
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