HISTORY DEPARTMENT

2016-2017 SENIOR THESIS SEMINAR APPLICATION

History majors have the option of writing a senior thesis over one or two terms. This involves original research, normally with extensive use of primary materials.  The History Department strongly encourages students with an interest in a particular subject to consider a thesis, and strongly advises all students considering an academic career to pursue a thesis project.  Although it involves a considerable amount of work, many students find the senior thesis the most rewarding academic experience of their undergraduate experience.

The History Department advises juniors to begin thinking about whether or not they wish to write a thesis and possible thesis topics.   The Undergraduate Education Committee (UNDED) will hold an informational meeting for undergraduates considering a senior thesis on Thursday, March 10, 2016 in 411 Fayerweather from 12:30-1:30 pm.  With some advance planning, it is possible to gain access (whether through travel or through inter-library loans) to sources not available at Columbia. Some students begin research on their senior thesis in the summer before the senior year; some students are able to conduct original research for the senior thesis while on study abroad programs in the junior year.  It is, however, quite feasible to research and write a strong thesis during the senior year by using sources only available at Columbia or in the greater New York area. 
A two-term thesis is almost always written in one of the Senior Thesis Seminars: in 2016-2017, the course numbers for these seminars will change to HIST UN3838/UN3839. (This is in line with a university-wide renumbering of courses to align to a single standard, effective Fall 2016.) Students interested in applying to the two-term senior thesis seminars for 2016-2017 should submit a hard copy of this application to Sia Mensah in 413 Fayerweather by Friday, March 25th at 5:00 PM.
Please note that thesis-funding opportunities are available: one is the Edwin Robbins Summer Research Fellowship, which awards $2500 to two Columbia College juniors intending to write a thesis. Applications are due on April 6th at 5:00 PM to Sia Mensah (sjm2206@columbia.edu; 413 Fayerweather).
Another is the President’s Global Innovation Fund, which supports 8-10 juniors from CC, GS, or Barnard undertaking 4-6 weeks of research in European archives. Any juniors intending to write a thesis with a European dimension – including colonial topics – are eligible to apply for the $4500 grant. A call for applications will be circulated in Spring 2016 and are due on March 25th.  For more information, please contact Emily Rutherford (emr2213@columbia.edu) or Madeline Woker (mw2981@clumbia.edu). 

If you are interested in exploring Columbia University’s partnership with the municipal archive in Provins (1.5 hours from Paris by train), please contact Professor Adam Kosto (ajkosto@columbia.edu).  The archive can provide housing for 2-3 weeks for rising researching a suitable thesis topic there over the summer.  
Finally, both CC and GS offer funding to defer some of the costs of writing your thesis; these may be explored once you are enrolled in a section in Fall 2016.

While the department strongly encourages students to write their theses in the context of the senior thesis seminars, in rare instances, students who wish to work with a member of the department on an individual basis may register for a one- or two-term independent senior thesis section.  Students who pursue this option should identify an appropriate supervisor in the term before beginning the thesis.  A prospectus, approved by the supervisor, should be forwarded to the Director of Undergraduate Studies, Professor Pablo Piccato (pp143@columbia.edu), and Sia Mensah (sjm2206@columbia.edu) before the beginning of the thesis term: by August 1st for the Fall 2016 term and December 1st for the Spring 2017 term.  Theses written on an individual basis must be read and graded in conjunction with a second faculty reader selected by the supervisor and the Director of Undergraduate Studies.

Application Materials Checklist:

(Application Cover Sheet  (1-2 Page Thesis Overview  

(Writing Sample  (Section Preferences
Application Cover Sheet

	Name:         
	Telephone:

	E-mail:                          @columbia.edu
	GPA in History:

	School (check one):           Columbia College                General Studies

	Specialization within major:

	Second major or concentration:

	Languages other than English in which you can conduct research:

	History Seminar for which you wrote a paper based on primary research:

	


Thesis Overview
Please address the following questions in a 1-2 page, double-spaced response:

1.  Have you selected a specific topic (e.g. The history of Columbia University’s History Department) or a general subject area (e.g. postwar France) for your thesis project?  What do you intend to investigate and why?
2.  What previous academic experiences have led you to select this thesis topic or idea?  Consider relevant courses, seminars, research opportunities, etc.
3. List 3-4 relevant sources that may assist you with your research.
Writing Sample
Please include a paper that demonstrates your research, writing, and analytical skills.  
Section Preferences
While we cannot guarantee that you will be placed in the thesis section of your preference, it is helpful to know which sections you prefer. Please rank the 2016-2017 thesis sections in 1-2-3 order with 1 being “most preferred” and 3 being “least preferred.”
___Monday, 2:10-4 PM with Prof. Adam Kosto

___Tuesday afternoon (time not yet finalized) with Prof. Natasha Lightfoot 
___Wednesday, 4:10-6 PM with Prof. Elisheva Carlebach

Please submit a copy of this application to the Undergraduate Administrator
in 413 Fayerweather by Friday, March 25th at 5:00 PM

