
There is small but growing collaboration site with helpful documentation to get you started with 

computing at Columbia, with more step-by-step instructions for certain softwares and tools. Visit 

the Confluence website. If you would like to make additions or changes to this site to help your 

fellow classmates, please ask econsa@columbia.edu for an editor account. 

 You can download software for free or at Columbia’s negotiated price from the CUIT 

website, including Microsoft Office and Windows. 

 The department provides matlab and a number of toolboxes for free to all graduate 

students and faculty. Email econsa@columbia.edu for a license. 

 The department also provides ArcGIS at no additional cost. This is only available on 

Windows machines, although if you are familiar with running a virtual machine on your 

mac that is also an option. Request an ArcGIS license from here. 

 You can purchase a (highly subsidized) stata-mp-2 license through the department for 

$30 / year, to install on your personal PC. Please complete your purchase using the button 

below, and then stop by IAB 1022 with your receipt & laptop to get a copy of the 

software installed (preferred). If you are unable to come in person, please email 

econsa@columbia.edu to work out an alternative. 

 
 Qualtrics is available to all Graduate students in Economics. To request an account, 

please fill out this form on the ISERP website. 

 Some additional computing resources provided by ISERP may be available to you as an 

Economics student. To see the offerings, read the Computing Resources page on the 

ISERP website. Reach out to iserpsa@columbia.edu to inquire about any of the options. 

 If you want to purchase a computer, you can access discounted prices for students for 

Apple and Dell computers from the CUIT website. 

 Tired of writing your bibliography by hand? Get a citation management software for free 

and start building and managing your own bibliographic database. 

 Do you need to run a computationally intensive program, or do you just like using 

clusters? Then check out the Habanero and Terremoto clusters from CUIT’s High 

Performance Computing service. For more information on how to access the cluster, 

contact the economics systems administrator (econsa@columbia.edu). The HPC has 

access to a number of licenses softwares, including an 8-core Stata license, Knitro, 

Matlab, and more. 

 If you are going to be visiting another university, we recommend that you Eduroam, a 

service that let’s you connect to encrypted high-speed wireless networks from  over 90 

countries and hundreds of institutions around the world. 
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